Causes of Death

¥ Definition

This indicator measures the number of
deaths per 100,000 inhabitants attributed
to specific causes, providing insight into the
most severe health consequences potentially
associated with energy poverty conditions.

O Examples

A person dying from heat stroke may
have had limited or no access to cooling
equipment during a heat wave, illustrating
how inadequate thermal conditions linked to
energy poverty can contribute to mortality
without being formally identified as a cause
of death.

A household burning firewood in an old and
inefficient fireplace, a situation potentially
associated with energy poverty, may be
exposed to severely degraded indoor air
quality, increasing the risk of death from
respiratory conditions.

Additional insights in the EPAH report:

Energy Poverty
Advisory Hub

Numbers

In 2020, respiratory and circulatory diseases
together accounted for 38% of all causes of
death among EU inhabitants, representing
the two categories most directly linked to
energy poverty conditions through thermal
exposure.

«¢ Limits

Causes of death are determined by medical
diagnosis, which may not capture the full
diversity of contributing factors — including
energy poverty conditions — that underlie
mortality.

This indicator does not distinguish between
immediate and underlying causes of death,
preventing identification of energy poverty
as a contributing factor even when relevant.

Variations in medical diagnosis practices
across countries and regions may result in
unequal reporting, limiting cross-country
comparability.

It cannot establish a direct causal link with
energy poverty without cross-analysis
with complementary determinants such as
income, energy affordability, and thermal
comfort.

X
g

*
*
*

i

European
Commission
——

Causes of death e

All causes of death excluding injury, poisoning and certain other cmsétjiiences of external causes W

deaths per 100,000 inhabitants
= 2143 to 2400
= 1886 {0 2143
= 1629 to 1886
= 1371 fo 1629
= 111410 1371

=857 o 1114
= 600 to 857

Administrative boundaries: ®@EurcGeographics SUN-FAQ SINSTAT &Turkstat

2000
1500
1000
50
0
O
o

Unit: Deaths/100k inhabitants | Source: EUROSTAT | Data reporting period: 2011-2021

Administrative boundaries: ©EuroGeographics ©UN-FAO ©INSTAT ©Turkstat

o

X e |
EV27 —/———3
) P |
DE —/——
N =—/——1
PT /0
DKk =——
AT /—/—/—————
FI —
BE ——3
IE —=—/—/——
MT =/
T =00
W =3
SE /—/—/—3
FR /0
| S — |
s =—/——
CH ——
L ==

LT

Cy m—/—/——

HR
PL
cz
TR
EE


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/hlth_cd_asdr2/default/table?lang=en
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/epah-report-energy-poverty-advisory-hub-national-indicators-uncovering-new
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/epah-report-energy-poverty-advisory-hub-national-indicators-uncovering-new
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/epah-report-energy-poverty-advisory-hub-national-indicators-uncovering-new

